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Pennsylvania Welfare 
Programs 

2000 Now 
Percent 
Increase 

Food stamp enrollment 777,000 1,989,000 156 % 

Food stamp spending $655,726,000 $4,268,000,000 550 %

Medicaid enrollment 1,492,000 3,003,000 101 %

Medicaid spending $10,724,000,000 $44,971,000,000 319 %

Pennsylvania population 12,280,000 13,078,000 7 % 

Safety Net Stretched: Medicaid and Food Stamp Growth



Stop Fraud at the Source 

Empower Independence

Protect the Truly Needy

Restore 
Program 
Integrity 

Medicaid & Food Stamps



2015 Average Medicaid Enrollment

18%



Current Medicaid Enrollment

28%



Myth of the Medicaid Worker

Nearly 578,000 able-bodied 
adults reported no earned 
income in 2022.

41 percent = not working





Costly Errors: Improper Payments

Medicaid Payment Error 
Rate Measure (PERM)

 

14 percent

= 

$2.3 billion

Food Stamps Payment 
Error Rate

17 percent

=

$725 million



Costly Errors: The Price of Improper 
Food Stamp Payments

@ 5 percent

= 

$213 million state share

@ 25 percent 

= 

$1 billion state share

• Food stamp benefits are currently paid entirely using federal tax dollars.

• Congress is introducing a state share of at least 5 percent that 
increases up to 25 percent for states with high improper payment rates.

FY 2024 Food Stamp Spending for Pennsylvania was $4.27 billion

https://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap






Fraud by Design: Medicaid 

State Self-
Attestation 
Rejected 
for 
Residency 

Self-
Attestation 
Rejected for 
Age 

Self-
Attestation 
Rejected for 
Household 
Composition

Frequent 
Wage or 
Employment 
Cross-checks 

Frequent 
Death 
Record 
Cross-
checks 

Frequent 
Residency 
Cross-checks 

Delaware No No No Yes No Yes 

Maryland No Yes No No Yes Yes 

New Jersey No No No No No Yes 

Ohio No No No No No Yes 

Pennsylvania No Yes No Yes No Yes 

West Virginia No Yes No No Yes Yes 



Fraud by Design: Hospital 
Presumptive Eligibility (HPE)

HPE Recipients 
Referred to DHS for Full 

Medicaid Application

Referred HPE 
Recipients Found 

Eligible for Medicaid

Confirmed Eligible for 
Medicaid

68 percent 61 percent 49.87 percent





Fraud by Design: Waiving the Food Stamp Work Requirement 



Fraud by Design: BBCE Loophole 



Restoring Integrity to Medicaid

Stop fraud at the source 

• Stop accepting self-attestation

• More robust data cross-checks and frequent 
redetermination checks

• Reform hospital presumptive eligibility rules

Provide pathways to independence

• Work, train, or volunteer 



Restoring Integrity to Food Stamps

• ABAWD work requirements

• End Broad Based Categorical Eligibility 
(BBCE)

• Mandatory E&T for all work 
registrants
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Questions?: 



Medicaid expenditures 

Medicaid FY 2000 FY 2024 

Percent of state expenditures: 27.9 percent 39.5 percent

Total Medicaid spending: $10,724,000,000 $44,971,000,000

• Pennsylvania’s Medicaid spending as a percentage of state 
expenditures is the 2nd highest in the nation. 
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