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How to search

Following are copies 

of screens to show 

how searches can be 

conducted. . .



To proceed, you must click 

on ―I accept‖ to agree not 

to threaten, intimidate, or 

harass offenders or their 

families or otherwise 

misuse information on the 

website



Choose how to search –

e.g., county, municipality, 

city, zip code, name, alias



This is a municipality

search for Cranberry + 

asterisk (Cranberry*)



Results showed as many 

as 19 offenders with this 

search



A variation of this 

municipality search is to 

type in Cranberry without 

the asterisk . . .



. . . but the results show 

no offenders



Another option:  Try a 

search by city rather than 

by municipality



This city search is for  

Cranberry + asterisk 

(Cranberry*)



But even this search does 

not include all offenders (as 

we will illustrate later using 

the offenders’ photos)



This modification of a city

search uses Cranberry 

without the asterisk . . .



. . . but it shows only 3 

offenders



Yet another option of the 

city search is to type 

simply Cranberry 

Township . . .



. . . but this search 

shows only 1 offender



As of Friday, June 18, there 

were actually 23 offenders 

who lived or worked in 

Cranberry Township.

But all 23 offenders were 

listed ONLY when auditors 

pieced together multiple 

searches.



The next slide will 

show photographs of 

all 23 offenders.  

Remember:

Auditors found these 23 

offenders only by combining 

various searches. 



23 sex offenders live and/or work in

Cranberry Township, Butler County… 



. . . but watch how 

the different search 

options allow some 

offenders to remain 

hidden: 



Municipality search results for 

Cranberry* (Cranberry + asterisk) 

19
results



Municipality search results for 

Cranberry Twp (abbreviation of township)

19
same 

results



Municipality search results for 

Cranberry (no asterisk)

0
results



Municipality search results for 

Cranberry Township (no abbreviation)

0
results



City search results for Cranberry*

(Cranberry + asterisk)

18
results



City search results for 

Cranberry (no asterisk)

3
results



City search results for 

Cranberry Twp (abbreviation of township)

10
results



City search results for 

Cranberry Township (no abbreviation) 

5
results

But even fewer results

3 days later on June 21!  

See next slide:



Three days later: City search results for 

Cranberry Township (no abbreviation) 

1
result

But no results 1 day 

later on June 22!  See 

next slide:



As of today: City search results for 

Cranberry Township (no abbreviation) 

0
results



We also found 

examples of poor 

photos among the 23 

offenders from 

Cranberry Township.



Poor photos 

make it 

hard for the 

public to 

identify 

offenders.



Poor photos:

Eyes shut



Poor photos:

Unrecognizable



The next 6 slides show 

a sampling of poor-

quality photos from all 

locations – not just 

Cranberry Township. 

We compiled these 

photos just last Friday.  















Overall, the 

Megan’s Law 

website must

be improved 

to protect the 

public.



End



Recommendations
(as presented at August 17, 2010, hearing)

•The website needs multiple clear and color 

photographs, including profile views, and the 

date that each photograph was taken.

•The website needs a listing of all sex offenses 

for which each offender was convicted, and a 

clearer way for the public to see which 

offenders are current in verifying their 

information with the police.

• The website needs to make allowances if the 

public makes spelling errors or spells things 

inconsistently.



Recommendations
(as presented at August 17, 2010, hearing)

•The website needs more options for the public 

to search for registrants, and more features 

and tools—like mapping options to show where 

selected offenders live and e-mail options to 

get alerts when the offenders move.

•The Pennsylvania State Police needs to do 

better monitoring of its own data entry errors 

and inconsistencies.


