House Transportation Hearing Testimony

June 10, 2010

Lackawanna/Luzerne MPO

Presented By: Nancy Snee, MPO Coordinator, Luzerne County Planning
Commiission; Vice-Chair of MPO Technical Committee

Telephone: 570-825-1564

E-Mail: Nancy.Snee@luzernecounty.org

e Do you believe that our public transportation and state highway/bridge
systems are in a financial crisis?

Yes. Federal and state taxing policies have not kept pace with increasing road and bridge
construction costs. The Surface Transportation Act has never been funded to the level
that will meet everyone’s needs. No one likes to pay more taxes or fees, but there is no
way around the fact that we need more funding just to maintain the existing
transportation system.

e How has Pennsylvania’s deficient infrastructure, directly or indirectly,
impacted your ability to improve transportation in your region?

The majority of funding has to go toward system preservation projects which leaves little
funding for any other type of projects. In our new bi-county (Luzerne and Lackawanna)
Comprehensive/Long Range Transportation Plan, we are advocating for multi-modal
tramsportation systems, such as Bus Rapid Transit and Light Rail, but it will probably be
decades before there will be sufficient funding to even think about implementing those
systems.

¢ Isinaction acceptable?
Inaction is never acceptable. Inaction will lead to an on-going trend of deteriorating roads
and bridges, and never allow us to address the economic development/job creation
projects that benefit the community at large.
Actions that should be considered 1o increase transportation funding:
Increase vehicle registration and license fees; consider sliding scale of registration fees
based on weight of the vehicle, since weight is one of the factors that affects the rate of
road deterioration

Consolidate PENNDOT and the Turnpike Commission

¢ Ifinaction is not acceptable, what level of additional funding is necessary for
the improvements you are advocating?

We need $122 million/year just to maintain the existing transportation system. In the new
TIP, we will get an average of $56 million/year. That amount would need to be more than
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Highway anil Bridge Backlog Due to Decreasing Real Investment in the

PA Gas Tax: Cents/Gallon
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Gas Tax (State and Federal)

2010 Gas Tax Rates:
Federal = 18¢
State = 31¢

Cumulative $6 Billion Backlog due
to the last Federal Gas Tax (1993)
not being increased
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During the 1950’s and 60’s, Pennsylvania made a strategic investment in the roadway system,
particularly the Interstates. As shown on the graph, starting in the early 1970's, the gas tax
was not adjusted to match inflation, resulting in a cumulative $24 billion backlog today, from
the gas tax alone. If we also consider that the federal gas tax was not increased since 1993
the backlog would increase by at least $6 billion to a total cumulative backlog of $30 billion
today. A very small portion of this backlog has recently been offset by Act 44, the accelerated
bridge program, and the temporary ARRA (stimulus) program.

The need for a higher level of investment has been driven by:

* The increase in the number of registered vehicles

* Theincrease in the vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and the resulting congestion

¢ The increase in the truck VMT and truck weights in our “Keystone State”

¢ Increased environmental sensitivity

* Increased cost of right-of-way

* The explosion in structurally deficient bridges

* The Interstate System reaching its 50 year design life

* Increasing demands on our secondary road system from development and Marcellus shale drilling
+ Natural disasters, particularly flooding

+ The dramatic recent increase in construction inflation, other than the recent recession.



